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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  

 In mid-2012, national assessments found increasing levels of food insecurity across 

Southern Africa, including in Angola, Lesotho, Malawi, and Zimbabwe, due to inadequate 

agricultural production during the 2011/2012 season and an associated rise in cereal prices.  

In 2013, food security conditions in Madagascar and Namibia deteriorated due to reduced 

2012/2013 harvests and related food price increases.  By July 2013, more than 10 million 

people across the region were at risk of food insecurity, according to SADC and the U.N. 

 In FY 2013, USAID provided more than $75 million in humanitarian assistance to aid 

more than 3 million food-insecure people in Southern Africa.  USAID support included 

emergency food assistance, as well as agricultural, livelihoods, and nutrition interventions.     

 Despite acute food insecurity affecting some parts of Southern Africa, most of the region 

experienced Minimal—Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 1—levels of food 

insecurity between October 2012 and September 2013 due to the availability of 

humanitarian assistance, food in local markets, and government safety-net programs, 

according to the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET).   

                                                                                            
1 USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) 

2 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING 
TO SOUTHERN AFRICA IN 2013 

USAID/OFDA $11,838,710 

USAID/FFP2 $63,476,880 

$75,315,590 
TOTAL USAID ASSISTANCE  

TO SOUTHERN AFRICA 

SOUTHERN AFRICA – DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY  
FACT SHEET #1, FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2013                                            SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 
NUMBERS AT 

A GLANCE 

10.4 million 
Estimated Number of People     

At Risk of Food Insecurity in 

Southern Africa 

U.N. and Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) – July 2013 

700,000 
Number of People At Risk of 

Food Insecurity in Angola 

SADC – July 2013 

223,055 
Number of People At Risk of 

Food Insecurity in Lesotho 

SADC – July 2013 

4 million 
Number of People At Risk of 

Food Insecurity in Madagascar 

U.N. – July 2013 

1.5 million 
Number of People At Risk of 

Food Insecurity in Malawi 

SADC – July 2013 

778,504 
Number of People At Risk of 

Food Insecurity in Namibia 

SADC – July 2013 

2.2 million 
Number of People At Risk of 

Food Insecurity in Zimbabwe 

SADC – July 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 The food security situation in most of 
Southern Africa was relatively stable during 
the past year, although some parts of the 
region faced acute food insecurity. 

 As of July 2013, an estimated 10.4 million 
people in the region were at risk of food 
insecurity. 

 In FY 2013, USAID provided more than  
$75 million in humanitarian assistance to 
Southern Africa. 
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REGIONAL 

 Delayed and erratic rainfall during the 2012/2013 agricultural season in parts of Southern Africa resulted in decreased 

cereal production for the second year in a row, leaving the regional food security situation precarious.  FEWS NET 

anticipates that the reduced harvests may constrain Southern Africa’s overall food supply for the 2013/2014 

consumption season.  Based on mid-2013 assessments, as many as 10.4 million people in the region may be at risk of 

food insecurity during the lean season between October 2013 and March 2014—an increase of nearly 90 percent from 

the 2012/2013 lean season, when approximately 5.5 million people were food-insecure. 

 The late onset of rains prolonged dry conditions in Southern Africa, creating a favorable environment for a regional 

outbreak of African armyworms—pest moths that consume grasses and cereal crops—once the 2012/2013 rainy 

season commenced.  Reports of African armyworm infestations around the region, including in Malawi, Namibia, 

Zambia, and Zimbabwe, began surfacing in early December 2012.  In response, national authorities collaborated with 

the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and other agencies to quickly implement measures to control the 

spread of the pests.  Nonetheless, the armyworms damaged an estimated 268,000 acres of crops, according to FAO. 

 In early 2013, heavy seasonal rainfall and tropical storms generated significant flooding throughout Southern Africa, 

resulting in more than 190 deaths and affecting nearly 520,000 people across the region, according to U.N. reports.  

Floodwaters also destroyed some crops in affected areas, contributing to reductions in agricultural production.   

 

 

ANGOLA    

 Intermittent and below-normal rainfall across Angola in early 2012 contributed to reduced agricultural production, 

increased food insecurity levels, and a rise in the prevalence of acute malnutrition, particularly in the southern provinces 

of Cunene, Huíla, and Kuando Kubango.  By late 2012, drought conditions had affected nearly 1.8 million people and 

placed more than 533,000 children under the age of five at risk of acute malnutrition, according to the Government of 

the Republic of Angola and the U.N.  On October 11, 2012, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Heather C. Merritt declared a 

disaster due to the deteriorating food security conditions in Angola. 

 The country received little rainfall in early 2013, leading to continued drought conditions and cereal crop losses of 40 to 

nearly 100 percent in affected areas during the year, according to SADC.  A national vulnerability assessment found 

approximately 700,000 people at risk of food insecurity as of July 2013. 

 In FY 2013, USAID/OFDA provided nearly $4 million to the U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and World Vision to 

support agricultural, food security, and nutrition programs for vulnerable Angolans in the most-affected provinces.  

Activities included the distribution of drought-resistant and short-cycle seeds to 20,000 households and trainings for 

community health workers on the screening and treatment of acute malnutrition.  

 In addition, USAID/FFP contributed approximately $3.6 million to UNICEF and World Vision for emergency food 

assistance in Angola.  Through UNICEF, USAID/FFP distributed 280 metric tons (MT) of ready-to-use therapeutic 

food (RUTF) to treat more than 20,000 acutely malnourished children countrywide.  USAID/FFP support also enabled 

World Vision to procure approximately 215 MT of RUTF and ready-to-use supplementary food within the region to 

treat nearly 55,000 children under the age of five with severe and moderate acute malnutrition.  This program 

complemented an ongoing World Vision program funded by USAID/OFDA working to address emergency child 

nutrition needs in Benguela, Cunene, Huíla, and Kuando Kubango provinces. 

 

 

LESOTHO 

 Late rains and an early frost shortened Lesotho’s 2012 agricultural season, reducing cereal production to the lowest level 

in 10 years.  The cereal shortfalls and consequent food price increases resulted in more than 725,000 people—

approximately 40 percent of Lesotho’s population—requiring humanitarian assistance by late August 2012, according to 
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SADC.  On September 7, 2012, U.S. Ambassador Michele Thoren Bond declared a disaster due to deteriorating food 

security conditions; Ambassador Bond reissued the disaster declaration on October 5, 2012, for FY 2013. 

 Lesotho’s 2013 agricultural production improved significantly relative to the previous year, with national maize harvests 

doubling from approximately 42,000 MT in 2012 to 86,000 MT in 2013, SADC reported.  The favorable conditions had 

reduced the number of people at risk of food insecurity to approximately 233,000 as of July 2013—a 68 percent 

decrease from the 2012 estimate. 

 To enable vulnerable households in Lesotho to recover from the food insecurity crisis and better withstand future 

climatic shocks, USAID/OFDA provided nearly $1 million in FY 2013 to Catholic Relief Services (CRS).  With 

USAID/OFDA support, CRS distributed quality seeds to more than 3,200 smallholder farmers and trained them in 

conservation agriculture practices, which help improve soil conditions and agricultural yields.  CRS also established 

home gardens for approximately 4,800 families to help diversify diets and increase food security at the household level.  

In addition, through CRS, FY 2012 USAID/OFDA disaster risk reduction (DRR) funding continues to help more than 

23,000 Basotho reduce their exposure to drought and other climate hazards by improving their access to markets, 

agricultural inputs, and trainings in conservation agriculture and community-based disaster risk management. 

 In FY 2013, USAID/FFP provided $2.5 million in regionally purchased food to nearly 58,000 drought-affected people 

in Lesotho.  Through a program implemented by the U.N. World Food Program (WFP), USAID/FFP bolstered food 

consumption among vulnerable populations while engaging them in community infrastructure projects that aim to 

minimize soil loss and improve rangeland management. 

 

 

MADAGASCAR 

 In 2013, uneven rains and prolonged dry spells, crop damage caused by Tropical Cyclone Haruna, and a severe locust 

outbreak significantly reduced Madagascar’s agricultural production in affected areas.  The decrease in harvests, 

combined with the country’s continuing political and economic instability, contributed to widespread food insecurity.  

According to a July 2013 FAO–WFP crop and food security assessment, more than 3.9 million Malagasy were food-

insecure, with the majority residing in the southern regions of Androy, Atsimo-Andrefana, and Atsimo-Atsinanana. 

 In particular, the ongoing locust infestation remains a serious concern due to its potential impact on next season’s crop 

production.  In early 2013, locusts began to spread from typical concentration areas in southern Madagascar into the 

central and western regions of the country as a result of favorable weather conditions.  Within several months, the 

locusts had overrun cropland and grazing areas in two-thirds of Madagascar and contributed to the loss of 10 to 40 

percent of rice harvests—the country’s staple crop—in infested areas, according to FAO and FEWS NET.  On July 30, 

2013, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Eric M. Wong declared a disaster due to the effects of the locust outbreak.   

 In FY 2013, USAID/OFDA contributed more than $3 million to support FAO’s efforts to combat the Malagasy locust 

outbreak, which included improving systems for monitoring and tracking locust swarms, treating locust-infested areas, 

and raising awareness of ways to protect the health and environment of affected communities and surrounding areas.   

 

 

MALAWI 

 Poor rainfall during the 2011/2012 agricultural season decreased crop production by as much as 40 percent in affected 

areas of Malawi, particularly in the south.  By July 2012, many families in drought-affected areas had depleted household 

food stocks and were forced to rely on items for sale in local markets.  Above-average food prices, in combination with 

rising inflation and currency devaluation, contributed to worsening food insecurity among vulnerable populations.  In 

October 2012, at the beginning of the country’s annual lean season, nearly 2 million Malawians required humanitarian 

assistance, according to government estimates.  On October 2, 2012, U.S. Ambassador Jeanine E. Jackson declared a 

disaster due to the effects of food insecurity in Malawi.     
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 During the 2012/2013 agricultural season, a combination of untimely rains and seasonal flooding led to localized 

reductions in cereal production, constricting the country’s maize supplies, according to FEWS NET.  As a result, staple 

food prices remained atypically high for a second year.  SADC reported that approximately 1.5 million Malawians were 

at risk of food insecurity as of July 2013. 

 In FY 2013, USAID/OFDA contributed approximately $2.7 million to support agricultural, nutrition, and livelihoods 

interventions for the benefit of vulnerable families in southern Malawi.  USAID/OFDA-funded activities included 

distributing drought-resistant seeds to improve agricultural yields, raising awareness of positive nutrition practices to 

reduce malnutrition among children, and forming local savings and credit groups to enable participants to access small 

loans for income-generating activities.  With FY 2012 DRR funding, USAID/OFDA also continued support to two 

projects whose interventions included establishing small-scale irrigation schemes, introducing conservation agriculture 

practices, and working with communities and local officials to improve disaster early warning and alert systems. 

 Through WFP, USAID/FFP provided nearly $25.5 million in FY 2013 to address food insecurity in Malawi.  In late 

2012, USAID/FFP contributed $6 million for the local and regional purchase of 8,400 MT of pulses, as well as 830 MT 

of direct food commodities valued at $1.25 million, to assist people affected by localized crop failures and flooding in 

southern and central Malawi.  In August and September 2013, as the impacts from a second consecutive year of 

unfavorable agricultural conditions became clear, USAID/FFP provided an additional $10 million for the regional 

purchase of 14,500 MT of maize and pulses and contributed more than 5,100 MT of food items valued at $8.2 million.  

USAID/FFP assistance aims to prevent families from resorting to negative coping strategies, such as reducing the 

number of daily meals, during the lean season. 

 

 

NAMIBIA 

 Below-average and poorly distributed rainfall during the 2012/2013 agricultural season considerably reduced crop and 

fodder production across Namibia in 2013, particularly in the country’s northern regions.  On May 17, 2013, Namibian 

President Hifikepunye Pohamba declared a national state of emergency, citing the country’s worsening food security 

conditions.  On May 24, 2013, U.S. Ambassador Wanda L. Nesbitt declared a disaster due to the effects of the drought 

in Namibia.  According to SADC, the prolonged dry season left approximately 780,000 people facing food insecurity as 

of July 2013.     

 In FY 2013, USAID/OFDA provided approximately $1 million in humanitarian assistance to assist more than 55,000 

drought-affected individuals in Namibia.  Supported activities included training smallholder farmers in conservation 

agriculture, helping communities establish drought-tolerant kitchen gardens, promoting nutritional education and 

monitoring, and distributing water containers and water purification tablets to improve access to safe drinking water.  In 

addition, ongoing USAID/OFDA DRR projects from FY 2012 sought to reinforce household-level ability to withstand 

climatic shocks while simultaneously strengthening national government disaster assessment and response capacity.   

   

 

ZIMBABWE 

 In 2012, unfavorable agricultural conditions reduced Zimbabwe’s overall cereal harvest reduction by one-third, 

according to FEWS NET.  The resultant high food prices led to localized acute food insecurity, particularly in the 

southern provinces of Masvingo, Matabeleland North, and Matabeleland South, where vulnerable households depleted 

their food stocks earlier than normal but had limited resources to access goods available in local markets.  By May 2012, 

an estimated 1.7 million Zimbabweans were facing food insecurity, according to a national vulnerability assessment. 

 Parts of Zimbabwe continued to experience unfavorable weather conditions in 2013.  As of July 2013, the country had 

a cereal deficit of approximately 1.62 million MT, an increase of 160,000 MT relative to the previous year, according to 

SADC.  As a result, the national vulnerability assessment in 2013 found approximately 2.2 million Zimbabweans at risk 

of food insecurity—a 32-percent increase compared to the 2012 estimate. 
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$75,315,590 

$22,110,931 

$14,393,546 
$11,223,146 $10,022,449 

$4,383,070 $3,535,944 $3,480,749 $2,821,276 $1,299,048 

USG ECHO** Switzerland Central Emergency

Response Fund

Japan Germany France Canada Sweden Finland

2013 TOTAL HUMANITARIAN FUNDING*  
PER DONOR 

 In FY 2013, USAID/FFP provided nearly $32 million to WFP for its 2013 humanitarian food aid operation in 

Zimbabwe.  The USAID/FFP assistance included $18 million for the procurement and distribution of regionally 

purchased cereals, pulses, and oil, as well as for direct cash transfers that enable beneficiaries to obtain food in local 

markets.  USAID/FFP in-kind contributions of food commodities accounted for the remaining $14 million.  With 

USAID/FFP assistance, the WFP operation aims to provide more than 20,000 MT of food to approximately  

1.8 million vulnerable Zimbabweans during the annual October-to-March lean season. 

 With DRR funding from FY 2012 and FY 2013, USAID/OFDA also supported a number of agriculture and food 

security programs in areas of Zimbabwe prone to droughts and food insecurity.  USAID/OFDA-funded interventions 

included providing vouchers for agricultural inputs; training farmers in cultivation techniques, livestock raising, and 

environmental management; strengthening smallholder farmers’ linkages to markets for both crops and animals; 

rehabilitating water catchment sites to address farmers’ water needs; and establishing provincial- and district-level food 

security and nutrition committees. 

 

 

*Funding figures are as of September 30, 2013.  Recipient countries include Angola, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Namibia, and Zimbabwe.  All international 
figures are according to the Financial Tracking Service of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and based on international 
commitments during the current calendar year, while USG figures are according to the USG and reflect the most recent USG commitments based on the fiscal 
year, which began on October 1, 2012.  

 

**European Commission’s Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO)
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTEXT 

 Poor rainfall during the 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 agricultural seasons reduced harvests in parts of Southern Africa, 

contributing to depleted household food stocks, above-average cereal prices, and pockets of significant food 

insecurity throughout the region, including in Angola, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Namibia, and Zimbabwe.   

 Authorities estimated that approximately 5.5 million people were at risk of food insecurity during the regional 

annual lean season between October 2012 and March 2013, representing an increase of 39 percent from the 

2011/2012 season.  By mid-2013, the estimate of people at risk of food insecurity had risen to 10.4 million. 

 In FY 2013, the USG responded to disaster declarations related to drought and food insecurity in Angola, Lesotho, 

Malawi, and Namibia.  The USG also responded to a locust outbreak disaster declaration in Madagascar.     
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USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SOUTHERN AFRICA PROVIDED IN FY 20131 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNER ACTIVITY LOCATION AMOUNT 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO ANGOLA2 

UNICEF Nutrition 
Bengo, Benguela, Bié, Cunene, Huambo, Huíla, 
Kwanza Sul, Moxico, Namibe, and Zaire Provinces 

$237,000  

World Vision Agriculture and Food Security Benguela, Huambo, and Kwanza Sul Provinces $934,942  

World Vision Nutrition 
Benguela, Cunene, Huíla, and Kuando Kubango 
Provinces 

$2,779,732  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $3,951,674  

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO ANGOLA3 

UNICEF Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food Countrywide $1,631,100 

World Vision 
Local and Regional Procurement of 
Specialty Nutritional Products 

Benguela, Cunene, Huíla, and Kuando Kubango 
Provinces 

$1,998,332  

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $3,629,432  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO ANGOLA IN FY 2013 $7,581,106  

        

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO LESOTHO 

CRS 
Agriculture and Food Security; Economic 

Recovery and Market Systems (ERMS) 

Leribe, Mafeteng, Mohale’s Hoek, Mokhotlong, 

Qacha’s Nek, and Quthing Districts 
$998,796  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $998,796  

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO LESOTHO 

WFP 
Local and Regional Procurement of Food 
Commodities for Food-for-Work Program 

 Countrywide $2,500,000  

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $2,500,000  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO LESOTHO IN FY 2013 $3,498,796  

        

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MADAGASCAR 

FAO Agriculture and Food Security Countrywide $3,050,000  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $3,050,000  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO MADAGASCAR IN FY 2013 $3,050,000  

    

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MALAWI 

Africare 
Nutrition; Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 

(WASH) 
Mulanje District $259,041  

CRS Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Chikwawa, Mulanje, and Nsanje Districts $1,084,551  

Project Concern International 
Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS; 

Nutrition 
Balaka District $600,000  

Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US) 

Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS; 

Nutrition; Protection; Risk Management 
Policy and Practice 

Chiradzulu, Machinga, and Zomba Districts $800,000  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $2,743,592  

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MALAWI 

WFP Title II Emergency Food Assistance Countrywide $9,443,200  

WFP 
Local and Regional Procurement of Food 
Commodities 

Countrywide $16,044,548  

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $25,487,748  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO MALAWI IN FY 2013 $28,231,340  
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USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO NAMIBIA 

National Cooperative Business 
Association’s CLUSA  
International Program (CLUSA) 

Agriculture and Food Security Kunene and Omusati Regions $944,648  

International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

(IFRC) 

Agriculture and Food Security 
Kavango, Kunene, Ohangwena, and Oshikoto 
Regions 

$100,000  

IFRC WASH Kunene Region $50,000  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $1,094,648  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO NAMIBIA IN FY 2013 $1,094,648  

    

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO ZIMBABWE 

WFP Title II Emergency Food Assistance  Countrywide $13,859,700  

WFP 
Local and Regional Procurement of Food 
Commodities; Cash Transfers 

 Countrywide $18,000,000  

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $31,859,700  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO ZIMBABWE IN FY 2013 $31,859,700  

        

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA FOOD INSECURITY IN FY 2013 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA FUNDING $11,838,710  

TOTAL USAID/FFP FUNDING $63,476,880  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SOUTHERN AFRICA IN FY 2013 $75,315,590  
1 Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds. 
2 USAID/OFDA funding represents actual or obligated amounts as of September 30, 2013.   
3 USAID/FFP funding reflects estimated value of food assistance. 
 

 

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for disaster 

responses around the world can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 

affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 

can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; 

and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 

 The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999. 

 Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at 
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work

